
 

Mount Greylock 7th Grade Team 

Quarter Four Newsletter 
Here’s what’s happening in our academic classes! 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Student work at Mass MoCA 

Curating a Culture of Respect 

On April 5th, we visited Mass MoCA as part of the Curating a Culture of Respect 
program. Students saw the “Mind of the Mound” exhibit created by Trenton Doyle 
Hancock which emphasized superheroes and eliminating negative emotions. 
Groups then worked with Hancock to create their own personal superhero. 
Students also received a free pass to Mass MoCA during our field which allows a 
parent and a student to get in free. Enjoy! 
 
This spring students will work with museum educators to design community art to 
further spread the message that “Art can change the World.” 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------
- 



 
 
 
Where to find your student’s assignments! 
 

Google Classroom:  
Google Classroom is a tool that is being used in several core area classes to 

communicate with students and turn-in assignments electronically.  Ask your 
student to log-in and show you the different documents that are uploaded for 
them to complete or reference in their daily work.  
 

School Website’s Middle School Page:  

A document titled “7th Grade Nightly Homework” has been added to the 
school’s web page under the middle school heading.  There you can find a daily 
listing of Assignments for all of their core area classes (English, science, social 
studies, math and foreign language). A big thank you to Mary Angelo-Roberts for 
updating this page every day! 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

During this quarter in…. 
Science:  As the quarter begins, students are continuing work on their genetic 
disease project presentations. Pairs of students have researched the inheritance, 
symptoms and protein causes of a genetic disease and will present this 
information as well as  treatments and the newest research into possible cures to 
their classmates beginning on April 25th.  Following these presentations, we will 
switch gears and spend the rest of the school year learning about Newton’s Laws 
of Motion, and applying those laws as well as the concepts of kinetic and potential 
energy to the design, construction and launch of a catapult. 
 
English: We are currently in the middle of our MCAS MADNESS unit, where we 
are practicing our reading and writing skills using selected fiction and nonfiction 
prompts similar to those that will be on the 7th grade ELA MCAS test.  Students 
are also reading self-selected outside reading books (ORBs). They should read their 
standard “required hours” which are logged each week, as well as a complete a 
creative assignment related to their book.  In May we will read and discuss the play 



The Miracle Worker and write another literary analysis. In June, all students will be 
creating personalized portfolios of their 7th grade work to bring home to you. 
These binders have become beloved treasures in many homes because they 
capture in a tangible way each student’s personal and academic growth. 
 
Math: Q4 is upon us! In our final push for the school year, students will begin by 
taking Mathematics MCAS on May 7 and 8. Please refer to our MCAS section above 
- it’s important that you remind your students to both do their best, and to not 
overly stress about these testing days! They’re simply a snapshot of students’ 
learning for the state and do not determine grades in our class, class placement for 
next year, or anything of the like. Directly after MCAS, I’d like to show “Hidden 
Figures” in class and have some conversations surrounding math history and 
equality both in the mathematics field, and in our world as a whole. We will dive 
into more project based learning in our 6 weeks after MCAS, where I’d like to have 
groups surveying and determining statistical analytics and relevance, learning 
coding and expanding critical thinking with mini-robots, nutritional analysis of an 
item, financial projects like picking stocks and understanding credit scores, and 
potentially a “math rap” project. Looking forward to a fun final quarter with your 
students! 
 
Algebra 1:  In the 4th quarter Algebra 1 students with study nonlinear functions, 
including solving and applying these functions to real-world applications.  
 
Social Studies: This quarter students will be studying ancient 
Rome. They will be completing their second research project about a 
Roman emperor. Afterward, students will have a competition to see 
who can design the best Emperor cereal box project. Hopefully, we 
will study the Medieval Period and do a culminating project! 
 

Academic Support:  Academic support will focus on the skills and strategies 
students need to be successful in the final quarter of seventh grade. At the start of 
the quarter students will work on increasing their reading comprehension by 
answering multiple choice questions and by responding to text in writing. In 
addition, they will continue to gain independence with their ability to create 
summaries for science class. Towards the end of the quarter students will be 



assisted in the organization of their writing portfolio for English class. The 
students will also be supported with new math concepts in geometry, statistics 
and probability. We will continue to work on organizational skills including: 
planning for long term assignments and breaking them down into manageable 
mini-due dates, maintaining an organized homework folder and academic binders, 
as well as practicing and using a variety of study skills.  
 
Latin:  In Quarter 4, Latin students will continue to follow the Caecilius family in 
Pompeii in the Cambridge Latin book.  Students are working on their reading 
comprehension skills and using vocabulary as much as possible.  While exploring 
Roman culture, including the Roman Forum and theater, students will learn to 
conjugate verbs and recognize verb tenses.   
 
Spanish: In Quarter 4 we continue to learn about food, talk about the differences 
between cuisine in Spain and Mexico and some of the reasons why they are 
different.  We will also learn about places found in cities and towns While focusing 
on Mexico we will discuss places in the city and some of the unique structures 
found in Mexico.  
 

How to contact us:  
Amy Moore-Powers, Team Leader: amoore-powers@mgrhs.org or 458-9582 ext. 3130 

Liza Barrett: lbarrett@mgrhs.org or 458-9582 ext. 3140 
Alexander Davis: adavis@mgrhs.org or 458-9582 ext. 1490 

Ellen Kaiser: ekaiser@mgrhs.org or 458-9582 ext. 3100 
Josh Romaker: jromaker@mgrhs.org or 458-9582 ext. 3080 

Michael Powers: mpowers@mgrhs.org or 458-9582 ext. 1110 
Danielle Price: dprice@mgrhs.org or 458-9582 ext. 3120 
Christine Cope: ccope@mgrhs.org or 458-9582 ext. 3150 

Amy Kirby: akirby@mgrhs.org or 458-9582 ext. 2150 
Karl Belouin: kbelouin@mgrhs.org or 458-9582 ext. 3030 
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