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The Seventh Grade at Mt. Greylock 
 

The Core Philosophy   
The 7th grade core curriculum at Mt. Greylock addresses the academic and social skills necessary for 
adolescents transitioning into the middle school.  As a team, the seventh grade teachers are dedicated to 
preparing each individual student to enter secondary school by teaching them how to develop the skills 
necessary to analyze problems, research and synthesize information, write thoughtfully and think critically 
about the world that surrounds them.  To accomplish these goals, teachers meet regularly to prepare 
integrated lessons and discuss individual student progress.  This team approach helps to ensure that our 
students are provided with a socially appropriate, rigorous and relevant academic program that meets each 
student’s individual needs. 
 
The Core Curriculum 
English 7 (51035 – 170) 
7th Grade English is a fun, busy year designed to help students improve their reading, writing, critical thinking 
and public speaking skills. During the first quarter students attempt to answer the essential questions “Who 
am I?” and “Who are we?” through autobiographical poems, stories and essays.  Throughout the seventh grade 
year, students will write nearly every day for English class, and will learn the value of careful editing and 
revision through highly specific and individual feedback from their teacher. Students are required to write in 
a variety of forms (analytical, narrative, expository, creative, and persuasive) and are taught to always 
consider AUDIENCE and PURPOSE.  Every seventh grader will read a minimum of eight books, including 
at least four whole-class reads and several student-selected “outside reading” titles.  Established traditions in 
7th grade English include Monday morning quote of the week, monthly “platinum” word contests, student 
book talks, reader/writer journals, an “MCAS Madness” competition to help students prepare for state testing 
in March, and Friday raffles.  In addition, a primary goal of 7th grade English is to hear every voice, every day. 
To this end, our “ticket for talking” reward system keeps track of who has participated each day and helps 
meet this important goal. 
 
Math 7 (52037 – 270) 
There are three 7th grade math classes at Mt. Greylock: Regular Pre-Algebra, Accelerated Pre-Algebra and 
Algebra 1. Based on a placement test, student grades, teacher recommendations and conversations between 
the 7th grade math teacher at Mt. Greylock and the 6th grade elementary school teachers, your student is 
selected for one of these three classes. Careful placement ensures a student’s optimal progress and success in 
the mathematics curriculum. At each course level, the amount of homework, the level of difficulty, and the 
speed with which concepts are addressed and mastered increase.  All three math classes integrate real-world 
situations, problem-solving, and word problems as important components of conceptual learning. The 
curricula follow the Common Core standards, with Regular Pre-Algebra aligned to the 7th grade standards 
and Accelerated aligned to the 7th and 8th grade standards. Algebra 1 follows the Algebra Common Core, 
periodically reviewing the 7th and 8th grade standards.  
 
Science 7 (53237 – 370) 
The 7th grade science program provides a general introduction into the life sciences.  Throughout the year, 
students investigate two guiding questions: “Who am I?” and “How do we know what we know?” To answer 
these questions, students study the evidence that is used to support our understanding of Evolution and how 
organisms are related.  They investigate cellular structure and processes.  They also learn about the role 
genetics plays in the relationships among all living organisms.  Students are introduced to how organisms are 
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classified based on DNA relationships and shared characteristics.  Investigation through experimentation and 
research are emphasized throughout the year. 7th graders learn to use a compound microscope and view cells, 
tissues, organs, and microscopic organisms. Students can also expect to complete projects in which they 
investigate the evolution of an organism, create a model of a cell, research a genetic disease, and present to 
the class about a kingdom of organisms. 
  
 
Social Studies 7 (54437 – 670) 
The 7th grade social studies curriculum introduces students to citizenship and starts by exploring students 
roles as digital citizens.  Once students become familiar with the digital assets available at Mount Greylock, 
students move back in time to explore the ancient and classical civilizations that flourished in the 
Mediterranean area. The curriculum is designed to introduce students to the roots of western civilization. 
Their journey begins by introducing the scientific evidence of human origins through the Neolithic Age, 
concluding with the study of the rise of human civilization, from Mesopotamia through ancient Rome, and 
then moving to study the development of civilization in the West culminating with the writing of the Magna 
Carta. As part of their journey, students will learn to research, write summaries, work in teams, and deliver 
formal presentations. By June, students will be prepared to study the emergence of American government as 
part of their eighth grade American History experience.  
 
The Electives 
Wellness 
The Physical Education curriculum is designed to provide a strong fitness and movement foundation for 
students as they transition from elementary school. The goal is to facilitate the development of a physically 
educated person who: 

• Has learned skills necessary to perform a variety of activities 

• Is physically fit 

• Participates regularly in physical activity 

• Knows the implications of and the benefits from involvement in physical activities 

• Values physical activity and its contributions to a healthy lifestyle 
Toward this end, students will participate in units covering fitness, team sports, team building and 
challenge activities. The Wellness 7 curriculum is also designed with the intention of creating and 
developing a sense of community and class identity. Grading is based on rubrics containing elements of 
student effort, content knowledge, class performance, and fitness progression.  
 
Directed Study 
As part of the daily schedule, each student is assigned to a teacher for an opportunity to work on organizational 
and academic skills.  Throughout the year, the teacher and student build a relationship that enable the teacher 
to understand strengths and weaknesses, and help the student set and accomplish academic goals. Students 
learn to prioritize their work, use an agenda book, organize binders, look at academic progress using our 
Power School grading program, and set goals for academic accomplishments.  Directed Study is an important 
part of the students’ day as it helps them to develop the skills necessary to be successful throughout their 
academic careers.  Further, it provides time for students to pursue one-on-one instruction from their core 
teachers. 
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World Language 
Students have the option to take Latin or Spanish. Latin 7 and Spanish 7 offer middle school students the 
opportunity to begin language studies in a formal but slow-paced manner.  Successful completion of two years 
of language at the middle school level will qualify students for level II beginning in 9th grade and to continue 
their studies through to the Advanced Placement level.  Students will learn to speak, read, write, and 
understand in their chosen language.  The curriculum is investigated through the books, stories, culture 
exploration, video, CD, and a myriad of projects.   
 
Enrichment, Band, Orchestra, and Chorus 
One period of the middle school day provides an option for students to participate in performing music or 
take some enrichment classes. Students interested in performing arts can take band, chorus and orchestra.  
There are options for learning a new instrument as well as continuing an instrument from elementary school.  
Students can participate in one of the classes and possibly alternate between two. 
 
Students who do not participate in a performing music class will be assigned to an Enrichment program.  In 
this program students will spend each quarter investigating a different discipline.  Courses in this program 
have included Technology, Mythology, Visual Arts and General Music. 
 
 


