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Mount Greylock Regional School District and Lanesborough Elementary School are excited about the 1:1 
Chromebook initiative in grades 3-6 classrooms and the use of Google Apps for Education. While we know 
students and parents are excited too, we know that there are going to be questions. We have tried to address 
some of the more common Frequently Asked Questions in this document. We will continue to update these 
questions and answers as necessary.  Please contact Martha Wiley, LES Principal at 
mwiley@lanesboroughschool.org if you have any questions. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Does 1:1 learning really help students? 
As more and more schools in Massachusetts and around the country 
implement one-to-one learning initiatives, the results are showing these 
programs to be the future of education and that they are effective in 
many ways: 

● Allow students to develop the 21st century skills imperative for 
success both in college and in the workforce. These include hard skills 
such as word processing, research, presentations, creativity, critical 
thinking, media literacy, online safety and etiquette and connectivity to 
the global society. 

● 24/7 access extends the student learning environment outside of 
the traditional school day allowing for “anytime, anywhere” continued 

collaboration and interactions. 
● Increases parity by giving every student access to global information and educational software through 

technology, thus eliminating the “digital divide” and helping reduce the achievement gap. 
● Greatly increases student motivation, engagement and personal responsibility. 
● Enhances home to school communications. 
● Empowers students with learning. 

How will 1:1 help teachers and administrators? 
1:1 programs provide for a much richer learning environment. 

● Computers provide teachers much more flexibility in how they teach, providing opportunities for more 
personalized and differentiated instruction, flipped lessons, collaborative projects, and blended courses 
to name a few. 
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● Student Chromebooks allow teachers to take advantage of the Google Apps for Education that includes 
Google Classroom which will empower teachers with a host of useful applications and tools: 

○ Online tests and quizzes which are graded automatically and provide students with instant 
feedback. 

○ Homework and class notes distributed online- no paper 
○ Homework turned in, graded and returned to students online- no paper 
○ Increased home to school communication 

What is Google Apps for Education (GAFE)? 
Google Apps for Education is a full suite of Google tools that include Docs, 
Slides, Forms, and Google Classroom. As a GAFE district, these tools 
enhance the learning experience of our students by:  

● Increased collaboration and engagement 
● More opportunities for students to work at their own pace and level. 
● Access to district software such as: 

○  Math IX,  
○ Discovery Ed, 
○ Track Your Progress 
○ Mystery Science 

● Helps student and teacher organization 
● More secure and require no antivirus software 

Why Chromebooks? 
Chromebooks allows teachers and students to be quickly and easily signed 
into all GAFE products. They integrate completely with GAFE, are user 
friendly, and needs little, if any maintenance. It is a web based device so there 
is no need for downloading or installing software and/or updates, Student work 
on the Chromebook automatically saves to the Google cloud. Chromebooks 
use the principle of “defense in depth” to provide multiple layers of protection 
against viruses and malware, including data encryption and verified boot. 
There is also no need for additional virus protection. 
 
 
 
How does  MGRSD protect student privacy? 

Mount Greylock Regional School District believes in a Digital 
Citizenship model for supporting safe and responsible use of 
all online and digital technologies (ODT) in teaching and 
learning. An important part of this is that we are able to show 
others what that responsible use looks like. Because we know 
this is important for us all, we ask everyone, the staff, students 
and volunteers working at our schools to agree to use the 

internet and other ODT technologies in a safe and responsible way. MGRSD utilizes resources from Common 
Sense Education for our Digital Citizenship curriculum.  
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We do our best to ensure our children's online experience is safe. All Chromebook devices must pass 
through district network firewalls and filters before connecting to the Lanesborough Elementary School 
Internet. Because of the security setting built into the device, it must first route its Internet connection back 
through our district security settings ( firewalls and filters) before any website or online resource is 
accessible. Our web filters are programmed to block inappropriate content. The District can and will monitor 
students online activities and access, review, copy, and store or delete any communications or files and share 
them with adults as necessary. The school utilizes an Internet content filter that is in compliance with the 
federally mandated Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA) as well as procedures in place to protect our 
students  as outlined in the Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA).  

Definitions: 
Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA) requires schools that receive federal funding through the E-Rate 
program to protect students from content deemed harmful or inappropriate. The Mount Greylock Regional 
School District is required to filter Internet access for inappropriate content, monitor the Internet usage of 
minors, and provide education to students and staff on safe and appropriate online behavior.  
 
Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA) imposes certain requirements on operators of websites 
or online services directed to children under 13 years of age, and on operators of other websites or online 
services that have actual knowledge that they are collecting personal information online from a child under 13 
years of age. The primary goal of COPPA is to place parents in control over what information is collected from 
their children online 

How will Chromebooks be used in the classroom? 
Chromebooks are meant to support our current instructional goals. They will 
be an important tool for developing strong communication skills and will 
require students to use critical and creative thinking skills in authentic tasks. 
Their use will support teacher feedback, allow for more access to web 
based resources and make research easier and faster. We want our 
students to work collaboratively, be creative and think critically and 
communicate with others.  
 
 
 

If every student gets a Chromebook, won’t they just be staring at the screen the 
entire class and not paying attention to the teacher? 
Just because every student has a Chromebook doesn’t mean they will be used in every class every single day 
or even for an entire class. They can be used for a quick 15-minute activity, then put away; or for longer 
projects, research collaboration, content creation, etc. Even though each teacher has discretion over the ways 
in which they will implement Chromebooks, there is a core set of outcomes connected to the Chromebook 
initiative. 



Will my child use a Chromebook for every assignment and in every class? 
No. Teachers will continue to make decisions about which tools and resources they feel are the most 
educationally appropriate for the given task. The extent to which Chromebooks and GAFE will be used will 
vary from teacher to teacher as well as from student to student.  

Can student work be transferred from their Chromebook to another device? 
Student applications, bookmarks, documents, presentation, and just anything done in the Chrome browser 
while a student is logged in is available on another Chrome browser on another device when the student 
logs in with his or her Lanesborough Elementary School email address. The content will be the same on 
the Chromebook as it is, say , on a PC desktop computer, so long as the student is using a Chrome 
browser and their email login. This will provide opportunities for student to work on homework, do 
research and submit assignments via Google Classroom.  
 
 
 
 


