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The Eighth Grade at Mt. Greylock 

 
The Core Philosophy   
The 8th grade core curriculum at Mt. Greylock addresses the academic and social skills necessary for 
adolescents transitioning into the high school.  As a team, the eighth grade teachers are dedicated to preparing 
each individual student to enter high school by teaching them how to develop the skills necessary to analyze 
problems, research and synthesize information, write thoughtfully and think critically about the world that 
surrounds them.  To accomplish these goals, teachers meet regularly to prepare integrated lessons and discuss 
individual student progress.  This team approach helps to ensure that our students are provided with a socially 
appropriate, rigorous and relevant academic program that meets each student’s individual needs. 
 
The Core Curriculum 
English 8 (51036 – 180) 
Building on the skills and concepts taught in Grade 7, Grade 8 students further develop their skills as they 
continue to write complex paragraphs and essays. They conduct research, write informative, argumentative 
and narrative essays, and deliver speeches as part of an integrated approach to content with social studies. To 
that end, students read historical fiction such as Johnny Tremain, The Red Badge of Courage, as well as The Pearl.  In 
addition to studying novels, students gain exposure to varied and complex texts as they read and examine 
poetry, short stories, nonfiction essays, and primary documents. Vocabulary and grammar lessons grow from 
the content and are part of the weekly instruction.  Project-based learning is widely utilized, providing 
students an opportunity to explore a wide array of media and to be creative in demonstrating their 
understanding.  
 
Math 8 (52038 – 280) 
In Grade 8, mathematical study focuses on three critical areas: (1) formulating and reasoning about 
expressions and equations, including modeling an association in bivariate data with a linear equation, and 
solving linear equations and systems of linear equations; (2) grasping the concept of a function and using 
functions to describe quantitative relationships; (3) analyzing two- and three-dimensional space and figures 
using distance, angle, similarity, and congruence, as well as understanding and applying the Pythagorean 
Theorem.  The Massachusetts Common Core State Standards for Mathematics are addressed 
comprehensively. Algebra 1 follows the Algebra Common Core, periodically reviewing the 8th grade 
standards.   
 
Science 8 (53238 – 380) 
The 8th grade science program provides a general introduction into physical and earth science.  Throughout 
the year, students investigate the world around them through the application of the scientific method.  
Students investigate states of matter and learn how energy affects phase changes through observations and 
experimentation.  They also study elements and their atomic structure, and they learn how to read the 
periodic table.  Students further their investigation of the world around them through a study of the Earth. 
Students investigate changes to the Earth’s surface and atmosphere. They investigate change and how it affects 
plant and animal life. Students explore ecosystems on the school campus.  In addition they investigate the 
health of Earth and research renewable sources of energy.  8th grade science students can also expect to 
complete projects in which they create a Prezi presentation on an element from the periodic table, create a 
children’s book or field guide on astronomy, journey through a biome, and investigate the pros and cons of 
various energy sources. 
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Social Studies 8 (54438 – 680) 
This course explores early American history beginning with a review of the roots of Anglo-American culture 
and western democracy. Detailed units include explorations of the American Revolution, the Constitution, 
politics from Washington to Jackson, the early Industrial Revolution, American slavery, early westward 
expansion, and an in-depth, summative unit on the American Civil War. Attention is paid to key political, 
social and economic themes, and when possible current events are referenced to extend student 
understanding. Basic citizenship and historical literacy skills are heavily emphasized. 
 
The Electives 
Wellness 
The Physical Education curriculum is designed to provide a strong fitness and movement foundation for 
students as they transition from elementary school. The goal is to facilitate the development of a physically 
educated person who: 

• Has learned skills necessary to perform a variety of activities 

• Is physically fit 

• Participates regularly in physical activity 

• Knows the implications of and the benefits from involvement in physical activities 

• Values physical activity and its contributions to a healthy lifestyle 
Toward this end, students will participate in units covering fitness, team sports, team building and 
challenge activities. The Wellness 8 curriculum is also designed expand the school’s commitment to 
creating and developing a sense of community and class identity. Grading is based on rubrics containing 
elements of student effort, content knowledge, class performance, and fitness progression.  
 
Directed Study 
As part of the daily schedule, each student is assigned to a teacher for an opportunity to work on organizational 
and academic skills.  Throughout the year, the teacher and student build a relationship that enable the teacher 
to understand strengths and weaknesses, and help the student set and accomplish academic goals. Students 
learn to prioritize their work, use an agenda book, organize binders, look at academic progress using our 
Power School grading program, and set goals for academic accomplishments.  Directed Study is an important 
part of the students’ day as it helps them to develop the skills necessary to be successful throughout their 
academic careers.  Further, it provides time for students to pursue one-on-one instruction from their core 
teachers. 
 
World Language 
Students have the option to take Latin or Spanish. Latin 8 and Spanish 8 offer middle school students the 
opportunity to begin language studies in a formal but slow-paced manner.  Successful completion of two years 
of language at the middle school level will qualify students for level II beginning in 9th grade and to continue 
their studies through to the Advanced Placement level.  Students will learn to speak, read, write, and 
understand in their chosen language.  The curriculum is investigated through the books, stories, culture 
exploration, video, CD, and a myriad of projects.   
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Enrichment, Band, Orchestra, and Chorus 
One period of the middle school day provides an option for students to participate in performing music or 
take some enrichment classes. Students interested in performing arts can take band, chorus and orchestra.  
There are options for learning a new instrument as well as continuing an instrument from elementary school.  
Students can participate in one of the classes and possibly alternate between two. 
 
Students who do not participate in a performing music class will be assigned to an Enrichment program.  In 
this program students will spend each quarter investigating a different discipline.  Courses in this program 
have included Technology, Mythology, Visual Arts and General Music. 
 


