
Guidelines for Chaperones on the Gettysburg Trip 

We want the trip to be fun, educational, and laid back.  But it MUST be safe.  So… 

Key Guidelines 

1. All student medications must reside with and be administered by the nurse, except inhalers and epi 

pens.  Do not administer medications (even aspirin) to kids unless directed by the medical professional or 

if First Aid protocols make it necessary. 

2.  No boys in girls' cabins, and no girls in boys' cabins, for any reason.  Ever!  Do not bend on this. 

3.  When in doubt, report any troubling comments or behavior to a teacher/administrator.   If something 

seems 'off' about a kid or a conversation, don't take it upon yourself to figure it out.  School personnel can 

assess a situation and determine if safety is threatened and if action is needed.  We depend on each other.    

4.  You DO NOT need to put up with rude behavior.  You are empowered to fairly lay down the law and 

set limits, but you can always tell the teachers and we'll take care of it if you're not comfortable. 

Note: Mr. Belouin is the coordinator for discipline and the trip administrator holds ultimate authority.  

Work closely with them if you have a concern, and please support their decisions in front of kids. 

Cabin Chaperones 

Every cabin has two chaperones, and one notebook with all necessary information and checklists.  Agree 

with each other about how to do roll calls and head counts.  ALWAYS do a roll call on the bus before 

leaving camp, on the bus before leaving the battlefield, and before lights out.  Determine when to do other 

roll calls.  Adhere to 'lights out' at ten, and make sure kids are trying to sleep by eleven at the latest. 

Work with your partner to make sure each of you gets a break when you need one, but that at least one of 

you is always 'on duty' for your kids during waking hours.  At night, make sure you are both in the cabin. 

On the Battlefield 

The Park Service is serious about respectful behavior.  We cannot allow kids to climb on monuments and 

cannon, to move rocks in the many stone walls (some of which were piled up by soldiers during the 

battle), or to act disrespectfully in the National Cemetery. 

As well, please try to keep kids focused when the teachers are speaking during the actual presentations.  

Each lesson will also include time to talk casually, time to take pictures, and to ask questions. 

Devil's Den is a challenge.  Be vigilant as kids climb on rocks.  Do not let them jump across the boulders.  

In Camp 

The courts and playing fields in camp are open to students, but adults need to be generally present.  The 

pool may be treated in the same way, when it is open and lifeguards are on duty.  However, if students 

want to go on walks or go down to the ponds to fish, they need to be accompanied by an adult.  No 

exceptions. 


