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August 2017
Welcome Class of 2021!

Welcome to American History II.   This class begins in the decades after the Civil War, when America is transitioning from a culture of mainly rural expectations to one of growing urban and industrial concerns and leadership in the world.
Incoming 9th Graders:  Supplies for Mr. Gibson’s American History Class: 

1. Required supplies: 

One spiral bound, college-ruled notebook, (about 70 pages)


About thirty pencils and pens, black or blue ink only, please.


One 1” ring binder OR  a section of a larger binder, plus three tab dividers


recommended: a pencil case for your backpack or  binder. 

2.  (Highly ) Recommended reading. Your appreciation for the course will be substantially enriched by reading one or both of these books.  Both are easy reads.  Both can be obtained in inexpensive reprints, or you can read them online.  Go to my website and follow the links: gibsonhistory@weebly.com


“Up from Slavery” by Booker T. Washington (the first five chapters, at least). An illiterate ex-slave becomes a leading educator and social leader in the American south in the late 19th century. His triumph in the post-Civil War South is an important model for today. 


 “Ragged Dick, or Street Life in New York” by Horatio Alger, Jr. (1867)   If , at age ten, you ever thought of running away and living on your own in the big city, this is the book for you. The way that Dick pulls himself up from selling newspapers on the street to improve himself was a major inspiration to young people in the 1880s and 90s, right up to the Second World War. There are a few references to life in New York City in the 1880s that you will need to look up on Google ( “Tony Pastori’s”, etc.), but they are few and only in the first chapters.
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